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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Jerry Wilson, M.D.

Greetings again from the Western end of our great state.  
As I write this in the middle of January, we are experiencing 
another “weird” West Tennessee winter with LOTS of 
rain, predominately overcast skies, and a greater threat for 
tornados than blizzards.  Interestingly, it appears that, at this 
point the Tennessee Titans may have a greater likelihood of 
a Super Bowl appearance than President Trump has of an 
impeachment conviction.  This, while family physicians wait 
anxiously to see what our government does next to try to 
“fix” healthcare.  As my buddy Yoda says, “Hard to see the 
future is.”  

Meanwhile your TNAFP leadership continues to work 
hard to provide for the needs of our membership.  The 
Annual Assembly Program Planning Committee met in 
early December and put together another wonderful CME 
program.  Speakers are in the process of being confirmed at 
this time.  Subsequently, the presentations will be reviewed 
for content and compliance with copyright restrictions and 
CME standards.  This should be a great meeting, and I ask 
you now to strongly consider participation if you haven’t in 
recent years.  Also, please be mindful of our need to obtain 
exhibiting sponsors to help cover the cost of our annual 
meeting and keep registration fees low.  If you are aware of 
commercial entities that would benefit from exposure to a 
large number of family physicians, please let Cathy know so 
we can have a full exhibit hall this year. 

The second session of the 111th General Assembly 

reconvened on January 14, which means many issues 
important to the house of medicine will be debated over the 
coming weeks with much deliberation over widely varying 
opinions.  There will certainly be multiple scope-of-practice 
issues involved.   Certainly, important to family medicine 
will be the inevitable debate of scope of practice for APRNs.  
Much effort has been made through collaboration between 
representatives of the TNAFP, TMA, and the TNA over the 
past 3 years.  It remains to be seen what the final outcome 
will be, but it is likely that by the time the membership reads 
this, the debate will be at a fever pitch!  I would encourage 
everyone to monitor and remain aware of what is going 
on in Nashville and contact your representatives to make 
sure your voice is heard.  Fortunately, it is felt likely that 
the Professional Privilege Tax for physicians will finally be 
repealed.  I suspect we can all find a constructive purpose for 
that $400.

Obviously, 2020 proves to be a busy and pivotal 
year for each of us as we strive to continue to provide 
excellent healthcare for our patients, work to improve our 
communities, and provide for our families.  As your TNAFP 
President, I remain both challenged and humbled by the 
opportunity to serve.  I earnestly pray that all is well with 
you and yours this year.

Jerry P. Wilson, M.D., Milan 
2020 Tennessee AFP President

The Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians 
sincerely wishes all of you a very happy National 
Doctors’ Day on March 30!  National Doctors’ 
Day is observed each year to honor all physicians 
for their caring of their patients, the communities 
in which they work and society as a whole.  The 
first Doctors’ Day was observed March 30, 1933 
in Winder, Georgia, and was originally started by 
Eudora Brown Almond, the wife of a prominent 
doctor. Ms. Almond wanted to create a day for just 
honoring doctors.  She placed red carnations on the 
graves of deceased doctors; a flower which is still 
used today for National Doctors’ Day celebrations.

 On March 30, 1958, a Resolution 
Commemorating Doctors’ Day was adopted 
by the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1990, 
legislation was introduced in the House and 
Senate to establish a national Doctors’ Day, and 
following overwhelming approval by the United 
States Senate and the House of Representatives, on 
October 30, 1990, President George Bush signed 
S.J. RES. #366 (creating Public Law 101-473) 
designating March 30th as “National Doctors’ 
Day.”

National Doctors’ Day website: http://www.
doctorsday.org/

Happy National Doctors’ Day
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Stop And Ponder

EDITORIAL

I consider 2020 to be the beginning of the new decade, 
which gives me the opportunity to stop and ponder what 
a difference in the last two has made on some of the giants 
in primary care that I have been privileged to know.  The 
specialty of family medicine was still in its infancy during  
the summer of 1975 when our class began to take the 
required family medicine lecture series once weekly 
for 12 weeks.  I remember many of my medical school 
classmates felt these to be a distraction because they 
already had subspecialty plans and didn’t see the value 
in what this upstart specialty could have to offer.  Some 
came only because they wanted to see the human sexuality 
desensitization films, and I even thought that it was crazy 
to listen to a drawling Georgia generalist talk to us about 
the heart attack rates in his county around Claxton that 
seemed to differ between his black and white patients.  His 
presentation lasted a little over 2 hours and, in that time, he 
gave us the postulates for what was yet to be fixed science 
regarding the role of HDL and heart disease and how 
various factors affect atherogenesis.  He outlined his thesis 
for studying the blood pressure and cholesterol question and 
how he enticed the National Institutes of Health to fund 
the enrollment all of the members of his community in a 
blood pressure and heart disease study.  The Evans County 
Heart Study began in 1959 and eventually enrolled 92% 
of the eligible residents and Claxton Georgia.  The high 
participation rate and that of other follow-up studies of this 
cohort was based upon the rapport this clinician maintained 
with the residents of his community.  The study of this 
cohort community continued for the next 37 years.  This 
established Dr. Curtis Hames as one pioneers of practice-
based research and forever impressed me that primary care 
had the potential to be a foundation of academic medicine.  
What was required was vision, training, clinically based 
practical knowledge, and the deep knowledge and trust 
engendered by family physicians who took care of patients 
throughout their lives.  For some reason, I simply cannot 
discard the notes that I took during that lecture which 
included a dramatic twist where Dr. Hames had patients 
perform the “phantom meal study.”  Selected participants 
were asked to bring him an identical meal from a 24-hour 

day that they collected and returned to the laboratory; his 
assistant would blend this “meal” and save an aliquot in the 
freezer matched to the patient’s record number which then 
was pared to his blood panels that were being followed for 
cholesterol, electrolytes, trace minerals, and glycemic indices.  
In retrospect, this was a phenomenal database generated 
under everyday conditions and a real office practice and in 
a setting that would be nothing different that most of us 
experience every day.  I have no idea how he appeared on 
our lecture schedule that summer, but it was the beginning 
of a deep interest in family medicine at exactly the time 
I needed to hear it.  Dr. Hames died January 6, 2005 in 
Savannah Georgia.  It was one of many deaths of a distinct 
cohort of generalist physicians who changed family medicine 
behind the scenes.  So,  as I reflect on a gray and blustery 
afternoon in East Tennessee, it is a function of age to think 
about those who have come our way.  Little did I know that 
I would meet this man again in my medical journey.  It was 
good to read tributes on the Medical College of Georgia’s 
website to Curtis G Hames Senior M.D. the Scholar and the 
Humanitarian.  Wikipedia picks up a good portion of the 
references to his life and career, including the established 
Chair of Family Medicine under his name at Medical College 
of Georgia.

The McArthur Foundation designated Dr. Hames as 
a fellow for the commitment to the health of his patients 
largely on the information garnered from his involvement 
in the Evans County Heart Study that was published in the 
Archives of Internal Medicine in 1971.  His 5-year award, 
beginning in the fall of 1984, set the stage for when I would 
meet him again.  He used part of the grant to advance 
primary care research and became one of the founding board 
members of the Ambulatory Sentinel Practice Network for 
the United States and Canada.  As fate would have it, I was 
entering the second year of solo practice in Greeneville in 
1985 when I saw a foot note to an MMWR fall report on 
flu cases across the country that referenced this ASPN group 
as a source of information that collected and contributed 
data in real time.  Curiosity got me to make a phone call 
to Denver, Colorado to talk to the director.  After that 
short conversation, he convinced me that I needed to sign 

Michael Hartsell, M.D., Greeneville  
Co-Editor
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up to this network and participate in the Convocation of 
Practices the next March in Colorado Springs.  That meeting 
was a rendezvous with individuals who are luminaries in 
the Society of Teachers in Family Medicine (STFM), the 
North American Primary Care Research group (NAPCRG), 
World Organization of National Colleges (WONCA), and 
many other heads of family medicine departments across the 
country.  That meeting, and the many thereafter, gave me the 
opportunity to know and appreciate the talent resident in the 
generalist community of medicine.  It began a 20-year tract 
of participating in practice-based research and in the nuts and 
bolts of running a national network on a dime.  That struggle 
eventually led to the merger of ASPN into the AAFP National 
Research Network (NRN).

The losses have been stunning:
Dr. Maurice Wood died in his home in Wintergreen, 

Virginia on 3/11/2016, leaving a “stunning legacy of 
friendship, doctoring, leadership, investigation, mentoring, 
and inspiration for generations of health professionals”… 
with a career “set in both the UK in the US.”  I had the 
dubious honor of following Maurice on the ASPN Board of 
Directors as treasurer for the last 2 years as the organization 
struggled to meet obligations of a binational network without 
a steady stream of funding.  Dr. Wood was known worldwide 
for his work on the International Classifications of Health 
Problems and Primary Care which became the International 
Classification of Primary Care (ICPC) used internationally, 
but not in the United States. He was at every ASPN 
Convocation I attended.

Dr. Jack Froom died on 6/25/2002 and was one of the 
founding fathers of family medicine in the USA.  He began 
his career as a general practitioner in California and left for 
academic medicine after 2 decades of private practice to begin 
academic medicine in the Department of Family Medicine 
at the University of Rochester in New York State.  He was 
widely published and was principal investigator to a large 
grant with ASPN for a 3-year period at a crucial time to a 
study that bridged internationally by including the United 
States, Canada, the UK, and the Netherlands on otitis media. 
I gathered data on patients in my practice for the otitis media 
study as part of Jack’s grant.

Dr. Eugene Farley passed away on 11/8/2013 in Madison, 
Wisconsin.  He was trained in general practice in Denver, 
Colorado and received formative experience working in the 
Navajo community in Arizona.  He practiced in a small town 
of Trumansburg, New York where “our original goals were 
to be rural general practitioners and settle in one spot for 

the rest of our lives.  That was the first place we settled for 
the rest of our lives.”  Gene used this foundation of general 
practice to launch him on a mission to get his MPH at Johns 
Hopkins and join an academic family medicine Center 
in Rochester, New York.  He would go on to chair that 
department and then to the University of Colorado and the 
University of Wisconsin.  He worked with Maurice Wood to 
found and nurture NAPCRG. Dr. Farley was at every ASPN 
Convocation I attended.

The words of those whose lives were changed by these 
individuals give testament to the passing of our birthright.  
Dr. Larry Green called Gene Farley his medical father after 
meeting him in June 1972.  “Gene had many gifts, including 
a stunning ability to see clearly what was needed and possible 
and to inspire others to work together to achieve intimidating 
goals.  Many people from all walks of life were infused with 
Jean’s optimism that good people working together can 
achieve anything.  He pioneered the newfangled medical 
education invention known as the “family medicine center” 
an innovation that rotated physician training away from the 
hospital, toward the community.”  In Gene’s words, “I have 
expanded my thoughts about life’s quilt.  The quilt is only 
partially completed when one dies, because others include 
and add to our life’s quilt at the same time they are living and 
developing their own.”

While Jack Froom was adamant that family medicine 
required high-quality research to place it on par with 
other academic medical disciplines, throughout most of 
his academic years he continued seeing and caring for 
patients.  Dr. Froom respected technology, but had the 
wisdom to realize its limits and the inevitable cascade of 
increasingly more invasive testing inherent in the equivocal 
or false positive results… His skepticism was characterized 
by a hint of patient-protective therapeutic nihilism and 
was affectionately dubbed by those who admired Jack as 
‘Froomian Logic.’  Its essence was evidence-based medicine 
coupled with warmth and humanity.  Jack had a warmth 
and gentleness that, when combined with his great intellect, 
inspired faith and confidence.  While patients may sometimes 
not have left his office with a cure, they always left  
feeling better.”

“Perhaps Dr. Wood will be best remembered, however, 
for being the founding president of North American primary 
care research group, incubating the organization in his home 
Department of Family Medicine, serving as president from 
1972-1983.  With a few of the other founders of family 
medicine, he filled the vacant space where those studying 

continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

frontline clinical practice could come together to share and 
develop ideas, report findings, and learn across disciplines 
about the troubles besetting people in their communities.  
What started with a handful of aspirational leaders is now 
poised for its 44th annual meeting in Colorado this year 
(2016), and 100s of people from around 15-20 countries 
will gather again to learn, recharge, and renew their 
investigational quests.  Dr. Wood established and a modeled 
what has become known as a “signature” of NAPCRG; a 
safe place where researchers of varying experience can come 
together and be built up, not torn down.”  The Maurice 
Wood award is given every year at NAPCRG recognizing an 
individual for lifetime contributions to primary 
care research.

For the rest of the story, it was one of those Convocations 
in Colorado Springs where I heard that country drawl 
one more time and looked over my shoulder to see Jack, 
Maurice, and Gene conversing with Dr. Hames.  Three were 

in their “Colorado attire” for relaxation and atmosphere, 
contrasted against Dr. Hames who was in a brown suit, 
white shirt, and tie.  The amazing chemistry of these 
formative family physicians was to lead from behind and 
allow others to do their work and even take the credit.  
They were there to share their knowledge and nurture the 
discipline which they could clearly see was the pathway 
to better care and understanding. ASPN was a unique 
event created at a time when only volunteer effort among 
dedicated believers in this new family medicine movement 
could carry the torch of academic exploration that could be 
respected on a stage with any other discipline in medicine.  
Their brilliance was in recognizing that validity, and its 
pursuit was their dream. 

Michael Hartsell, M.D., Greeneville
Co-Editor

Congratulations to TNAFP member, Tim Jones, M.D., upon being named Chief 
Medical Officer for the Tennessee Department of Health.  In his position, Doctor Jones 
will serve as an advisor to the Commissioner of Health on matters of health policy 
and assist in setting priorities for the Department.  Doctor Jones has served, as State 
Epidemiologist and Director of the TDH Communicable Environmental Disease and 
Emergency Preparedness Division, since 2007.

L E A D E R S  O N  T H E  M O V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  M E M B E R S

Be sure to utilize your TNAFP website for up-to-date information.  It’s provided to you the member, as a means 
for communication in addition to this journal and the TNAFP facebook page.  www.tnafp.org

Like the Tennessee AFP on Facebook!   Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians – TNAFP.  

https://www.augusta.edu/mcg/fmfacdev/hamesthescholar.php; https://

www.augusta.edu/mcg/fmfacdev/hamesthehumanitarian.php; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evans_County_Heart_Study; 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4838433/; 

https://academic.oup.com/fampra/article/20/2/220/449573; 

https://pnhp.org/news/in-celebration-of-gene-farley-a-founder-of-family-

medicine-and-champion-of-justice/
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LifePointHealth.net

Email CV to LPNT_Provider.Recruitment@lpnt.net
For more information, visit LifePointHealth.net

LifePoint Health offers unique opportunities for physicians 

to prosper and grow professionally and personally in 68 

communities nationwide. Quality care is our top priority, and we 

give you access to the tools, resources and support you need 

to help you care for your patients and grow your business. In 

addition, we offer competitive compensation packages, which 

could include a sign-on bonus, student loan reimbursement and 

residency stipends. 

Have a career.
   Have a life.
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Nominations are being sought for the Tennessee AFP’s John 
S. Derryberry M.D. Distinguished Service Award by May 15, 
2020.  Nominations received should be for persons who deserve 
recognition of their outstanding service or contribution to the 
advancement of family medicine, to the Tennessee Academy of 
Family Physicians, or to the public welfare on Family Medicine’s 
behalf, whether of a civic, scientific, or special service nature.  This 
Award was established to recognize outstanding and distinguished 
service by a physician or by a non-physician demonstrating 
exemplary leadership, character, and/or dedication to community 
involvement.  The Award is named in honor of the late John S. 
Derryberry, M.D., Shelbyville, who served the TNAFP and AAFP 
with honor and distinction from 1964 until his passing in 1998, 
having served as AAFP President in 1979.  Nominees are NOT 
required to be members of the Tennessee AFP, but nominations 
must be made by a Tennessee AFP member in good standing.

The following supporting data is required for each nominee:

1. A detailed statement of the scientific, cultural, or special 
service justification for the nomination.

2. Biographical information on the nominee, including a 
recent black and white photograph.

3. Education and training of nominee.
4. Professional history, contributions to family medicine, 

special appointments.
5. Substantial evidence of merit, including printed material, 

publications, articles, or other citations or relevant 
supporting documents.

The award will be presented during the Tennessee AFP’s 72nd 
Annual Scientific Assembly in Gatlinburg the week of October 
26-30.  To obtain a nomination packet, please contact the 
TNAFP office at 1-800-897-5949 or by email at tnafp@tnafp.org.  
Complete nomination packets must be received by the Tennessee 
AFP prior to May 15.

CALL FOR NOMINEES FOR 2020 AWARDS
TENNESSEE ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

CALL FOR AWARD NOMINEES BY MAY 15, 2020
“Family Physician of the Year Award”and“John S. Derryberry M.D. Distinguished Service Award”

2020 JOHN S. DERRYBERRY M.D.  
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

2020 FAMILY PHYSICIAN  
OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians is soliciting 
nominations for the Tennessee AFP Family Physician of the Year 
Award with a deadline of May 15, 2020.  The Family Physician 
of the Year is selected by members of the Tennessee AFP 
Congress of Delegates, voting by mail ballot in June.

The Tennessee AFP’s Family Physician of the Year Award 
honors a member of the TNAFP who has made an outstanding 
contribution to family medicine, to the advancement of health 
and/or medical training and medical education.  Any physician 
who meets the criteria is eligible for nomination for this Award.  
All nominations must be submitted on an official nomination 
form, available from the TNAFP office.  In addition to the 
completed nomination form, all nominations must be submitted 
with updated curriculum vitae, a current photograph of the 

nominee and up to five (5) pages of additional supporting 
documentation, such as personal letters or testimonials.  All 
nominees MUST be a current member in good standing of the 
Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians.  The award will be 
presented during the Tennessee AFP’s 72nd Annual Scientific 
Assembly in Gatlinburg the week of October 26-30.

This is an opportune time to honor one of your colleagues!  
Consider submitting a nominee this year or see that your 
Tennessee AFP component chapter/district submits one.  To 
receive a nomination packet, please contact the TNAFP office at 
1-800-897-5949, or by email: tnafp@bellsouth.net.  Remember, 
the deadline for nominations for the 2019 Family Physician of 
the Year is May 15.  Only complete nomination packets will  
be accepted.
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Proposed amendments to the Tennessee AFP Constitution & Bylaws must be received by the TNAFP office 
by July 1.

Pursuant to Article X of the Tennessee AFP Constitution & Bylaws, 
“An amendment to the Constitution & Bylaws may be proposed by any regularly appointed committee of this 

Academy or by any five (5) or more members.  The proposed amendment(s) must be submitted to the Executive 
Director of the Academy no less than 100 days prior to the meeting in which the proposed amendment(s) is to be 
considered.”

“….notice of such proposed amendments to be made to members of the Academy by the Executive Director 
at least 30 days before the meeting at which such proposed amendments are to be acted upon.  Publication of 
proposed amendments in the official publication of the Academy shall be sufficient to constitute notice thereof 
to the members”.

CALL FOR 2020 CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS AMENDMENTS
Proposed amendments to the Tennessee AFP Constitution & Bylaws  

must be received by the TNAFP office by July 1.

CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS FOR 2020 TENNESSEE AFP CONGRESS OF DELEGATES
Deadline for receipt of Resolutions for publication to membership is July 1.  

Deadline for receipt of Resolutions for reproduction and inclusion in the Delegates’ kits is September 15.

If a Resolution is not received in writing by the Tennessee AFP office in Brentwood prior to September 15, 
any member of the Tennessee AFP may present IN WRITING at the opening of the Congress of Delegates’ 
meeting on October 27, any Resolution pertinent to the objectives of the Academy.  Three copies are required of 
Resolutions to be presented from the floor of the Congress, with one copy to the TNAFP Speaker, one copy to 
the TNAFP Executive Director and one copy retained by the presenter.

Important Resolution Writing Tips:
 “Whereas” clauses explain the problem and/or situation.
 “Resolved” clauses must be written to stand alone.  
(Only “Resolved” clauses are subject to be voted on and adoption, meaning that whatever action is called 

for in the Resolution must be clearly stated in the “Resolved” portion of the Resolution.  Keep the “Resolved” 
clauses focused on what is desired as the end result.)

Submit Proposed Bylaws Amendments and/or Resolutions to the Tennessee AFP:
Email:  tnafp@tnafp.org
Fax:  615-370-5199
Mail:  212 Overlook Circle Suite 201, Brentwood, TN  37027
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 24, 2019 TNAFP 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

*Approved Minutes of the June 22, 2019 Board of Directors’ meeting.
*Received “Call for Nominees” for the Tennessee AFP’s 2020 Family Physician of the Year Award and John S. Derryberry M.D. 

Distinguished Service Award.
*Approved no changes in 2021 dues for first-year new physicians and resident members.
*Received report from Mary Ann Watson with the Tennessee Center for Workforce Development on TCWD history and the new 

GME funding included in Governor Lee’s 2019 Budget.
*Received for information that Margaret Smith Miller, ETSU medical student and TNAFP member, was elected as the Student 

Board Member to the AAFP at the 2019 AAFP Congress. Additionally, ETSU medical student and TNAFP member Chase Mussard 
was elected at the AAFP’s 2019 National Conference of Family Medicine Residents and Medical Students as the AAFP’s FMIG 
Network National Coordinator.

*Voted to again support the Tennessee Medical Foundation with a donation.
*Received referred from the Congress Resolution 2-2019 on “Non-Compete Clauses” with the Board referring to the TNAFP 

Committee on Legislation.
*Referred to the Executive Committee the potential of offering programming at the TNAFP Annual Meeting for only medical 

students and residents with a report back to the Board in February.
 (For additional information on any of these items, please contact Cathy at the Tennessee AFP office.)

SAVE THE DATE
34th Annual

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN
OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

July 20 – 24, 2020
Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa • Sandestin, Florida

Course Director:
Giancarlo Mari, MD, MBA, FACOG, FAIUM

Professor and Chairman
Hosted by:

The University of Tennessee Health Science Center
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Register today at:
www.outreach.utk.edu/Conferences/destin2020/index.html

Paid Advertisement



Paid Advertisement
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Tennessee AFP Members Attention:
If you are looking for a partner or a practice location, 

send information, preferably by email as an MS Word 
attachment to tnafp@tnafp.org or by mail to Tennessee 
AFP, 212 Overlook Circle, Suite 201, Brentwood, TN 
37027, or by fax to 615-370-5199.  

*Information for practice opportunities will be accepted 
only from TNAFP members and will be placed in the 

Tennessee Family Physician at no charge.  You are required 
to include your name, address and/or telephone number 
and/or fax number and/or email address, as contact 
concerning opportunities will be made directly between 
interested parties and not through the Tennessee AFP. 

*Information will be placed in four (4) editions, unless 
the Tennessee AFP is notified otherwise.  Deadline for the 
next issue (Summer 2020) is April 10

Tennessee AFP Members
POST YOUR PRACTICE OPPORTUNITIES AT NO COST

Academic Family Physician: Erlanger 
Health System and the University Of 
Tennessee College Of Medicine, 
Chattanooga 

The Department of Family Medicine is located in the UT 
Family Practice Center, a freestanding state of the art facility 
that is fully equipped to provide the highest standard of 
excellence. The department serves the 10th largest public 
health system in the nation in which the Family Medicine 
program is well respected. 
Education, Training, & Experience: MD or DO degree; 
Board Certified in Family Medicine; Ability to obtain an 
active medical license in the state of Tennessee
Department of Family Medicine Overview: Faculty full 
time, non-tenured position with 70% clinical allocation and 
30% academic allocation; Salary and academic appointment 
commensurate with training and experience; Residency 
program accepts 7 residents per year; 10 on-site faculty 
members
Contact Dr. Leslie Griffin at dr.leslie.griffin@erlanger.org or 
(423)778-2957

Primary care physician with experience 
wanted for an established safety net clinic based at the Maury 
and Lawrence County Health Departments in Columbia and 
Lawrenceburg.  Position is a full time state position with state 
benefits.  Practice is office based with minimal after-hours 
responsibility.  Contact Dr. Lang Smith at lang.smith@tn.gov

The State of Tennessee Department 
of Health seeks a Chief Data Officer, 
Chief Medical Officer, Assistant 

Commissioner, Community Health 
Services, and Medical Director, 
Community Health Services
*The Tennessee Department of Health (TDH) is seeking 
a Chief Data Officer. This position will report directly to 
the Commissioner of Health and oversee development of 
department-wide informatics capacity; data use policies, 
population health assessment programs, and associated 
activities.  The position is based in Nashville, TN.
*The Chief Medical Officer is an Executive Service position 
reporting directly to the state Commissioner of Health. 
Responsibilities involve oversight of TDH  
programs including:

• Division of Communicable and Environmental  
Disease Services and Emergency Preparedness

• Division of Laboratory Services
• Community Health Services (CHS)

*The Assistant Commissioner for Community Health 
Services is a level position, reporting to the Tennessee 
Department of Health (TDH) Chief Medical Officer. The 
Community Health Services (CHS) Division includes county 
and regional health departments statewide; with over 2000 
employees CHS oversees the fiscal and administrative 
management and provision of services at health departments 
in all Tennessee counties, including primary care clinical 
services at over 50 clinic sites. There are approximately 60 
employees within CHS Central Office.
*Medical Director, Division of Health Services will be 
responsible for a variety of activities and programs in regional 
and county health departments statewide. These statewide 
activities involve over 2000 staff who provide direct primary 
care in 56 health department sites, provide a variety of 
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dental, family planning, WIC, and other services, and 
implement all other TDH activities at the local and 
regional levels.  
Job descriptions will be sent to interested candidates via 
email.  Please send a Cover Letter and CV to:  Misty 
Hernandez-Perry - Misty.Hernandez-Perry@tn.gov; or, 
5th Fl., Andrew Johnson Tower, 710 James Robertson 
Pkwy, Nashville, TN 37243. (615) 532-7760

Church Health Seeks Family Practice 
Physician. Founded in 1987, Church Health is a 
charitably funded, faith-based not-for-profit that 
provides comprehensive, high-quality, affordable health 
care to uninsured and underserved people and their 
families in Shelby County, Tennessee. Church Health 
currently seeks a full- or part-time board-certified family 
physician to join its group of medical providers in our 
integrated health clinic in the newly renovated 

Crosstown Concourse in Memphis. Our patients 
include working people without insurance, Medicare 
and TennCare patients, and immigrants. We serve a 
large Hispanic population, so fluency in the Spanish 
language is a plus, although not required. Practice is 
entirely ambulatory, with minimal after-hours 
responsibility. Benefits include health care, vision, 
dental, 401k, and a paid-time-off package. To learn 
more or apply, please go to ChurchHealth.org/
FamilyPhysician/.

Board certified family physician looking  
for a position in a primarily rural setting in West TN, 
preferably in fair proximity to Humboldt.  I was 
previously in private practice and performed the full 
spectrum of care from prenatal thru geriatrics. If you 
have the suitable opportunity please feel free to contact 
me at 731-225-8409. Bernhard Dietz M.D.

Paid Advertisement

Saint Thomas Medical Partners Family Medicine Opportunities
Multiple Positions Available (McMinnville, TN and Sparta, TN)

Saint Thomas Medical Partners is seeking a talented Family Medicine provider to join our growing health care program in the mid-state 
region. This position will require the candidate to be Board Certified and work full time hours with our Saint Thomas Medical Partners 
group. We employ several Primary Care and Specialty Care Providers throughout the community and, are currently seeking to add 
additional Family Medicine physicians to our team.
About Saint Thomas Health
Saint Thomas Health (STH) is the leading faith-based health care system in Middle Tennessee, with nine hospitals, physician practices 
and facilities.  STH is a part of Ascension, the largest non-profit health system in the U.S. and the world’s largest Catholic health system. 
We are committed to delivering compassionate, personalized care to all, with special attention to persons living in poverty and those 
most vulnerable.  STH also includes Saint Thomas Medical Partners, a physician-led medical group providing primary care, specialty 
services, medical imaging, outpatient services and community-based medical practices in 95 locations through Middle Tennessee and 
Southern Kentucky.  If caring is your calling, join our team today.
About Ascension Health
In Tennessee, Ascension’s Saint Thomas Health operates nine hospitals in addition to a comprehensive network of affiliated joint 
ventures, medical practices, clinics and rehabilitation facilities that cover a 68-county area and employees more than 8,000 associates.  
Serving Tennessee for 15 years, Ascension is a faith-based non-profit health system which is the largest in the U.S. and the world’s 
largest Catholic health system, operating 2,500 sites of care – including 141 hospitals and more than 30 senior living facilities – in 24 
states and the District of Columbia.
Highlights include:
• Full-time employment opportunity •  Commencement bonus
• Provide care for newborn through elderly (preferred) •  MD/DO
• Great/Safe community located in Middle Tennessee  • BE/BC required
• Competitive Salary with open ended income potential •  Excellent Family lifestyle with easy access to the larger city offerings

For additional information or to apply please contact: 
Scott Watson, Physician Recruiter, Saint Thomas Health
Scotty.Watson@Ascension.org | 931-854-6148

For Advertising
information, Contact 

Malia Ford
1-800-561-4686 

ext. 106
mford@pcipublishing.com
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YOUR 2020 TENNESSEE AFP
OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT:   
Jerry Wilson, M.D., Milan  

PRESIDENT-ELECT:   
Daniel leWis, M.D., FaaFP, Greeneville     

VICE PRESIDENT:   
T. Michael helTon, M.D., BrenTWooD 

SECRETARY-TREASURER:     
JaMes D. holT, M.D., FaaFP, Johnson ciTy 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:    
Ty WeBB, M.D., FaaFP, sParTa  

SPEAKER OF THE CONGRESS:  
GreGory h. Blake, M.D., knoxville 

VICE SPEAKER OF THE CONGRESS: 
W. Trae BaTes, D.o., clevelanD  

DELEGATES TO THE AAFP:  
Wes Dean, M.D., FaaFP, PoWell  
alan WallsTeDT, M.D., nashville 

ALTERNATE DELEGATES TO THE AAFP: 
BeTh anne Fox, M.D., MPh, FaaFP 
Daniel leWis, M.D., FaaFP, Greeneville    

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  
caThy Dyer, BrenTWooD

DISTRICT 1
DirecTor: 
Mary MccorMick, M.D., Johnson ciTy

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
aMylyn craWForD, M.D., kinGsPorT

DISTRICT 2
DirecTor: 
kenneTh Bielak, M.D., knoxville

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
G. chase Wilson, M.D., knoxville

DISTRICT 3
DirecTor:
elizaBeTh close, M,D,, chaTTanooGa

alTernaTe DirecTor:   
WilliaM BaTes, D.o., clevelanD

DISTRICT 4
DirecTor:  
kenneTh BeaTy, M.D., livinGsTon 

alTernaTe DirecTor:   
reBecca sProuse, M.D., carThaGe

DISTRICT 5
DirecTor: 
chris GaFForD, M.D., FayeTTeville

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
T. scoTT holDer, M.D., WinchesTer

DISTRICT 6
DirecTor: 
vanessa sTreicher, D.o., MurFreesBoro

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
leah connors Banker, M.D., MurFreesBoro

DISTRICT 7
DirecTor: 
lanG sMiTh, M.D., coluMBia

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
charles love, M.D., eThriDGe

DISTRICT 8
DirecTor: 
Jason GoolsBy, D.o., Jackson

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
ryan BarTz, D.o., selMer

DISTRICT 9
DirecTor: 
John clenDenin, M.D., union ciTy

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
WalTer FleTcher, M.D., MarTin

DISTRICT 10
DirecTor: 
lee BerkensTock, M.D., MeMPhis 

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
rayMonD Walker, M.D., MBa, BarTleTT

MINORITIES
DirecTor: 
MeDhaT kalliny, M.D., nashville

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
caThy haMMonD-MoulTon, M.D., BrenTWooD

NEW PHYSICIANS
DirecTor: 
craiG WriGhT, M.D., BrenTWooD

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
leah Warren GilliaM, M.D., lexinGTon

WOMEN
DirecTor: 
kaTherine hall, M.D., aThens

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
PeGGy sue Brooks, M.D., kinGsPorT

DISTRICT 11 (RESIDENT)
DirecTor:  
erika herrera, D.o., knoxville (uT)

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
kaTie Pannell, M.D., chaTTanooGa (uT)

STUDENTS
DirecTor:  
chrisToPher WilliaMs, MeMPhis (uT)

alTernaTe DirecTor: 
FeBronia DaWouD, Johnson ciTy (eTsu)
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Physician Opportunities
If you are a physician seeking a strong team environment focused on quality patient care, look no 
further than Jennie Stuart Health. With our main hospital in Hopkinsville, multiple family clinics 
and more than 100 staff physicians offering more than 30 specialty care services, Jennie Stuart 
Health is the region’s most comprehensive health care provider. 

In addition to an outstanding workplace, our physicians enjoy competitive salaries, outstanding 
benefits, and life in a beautiful community surrounded by lush countryside and popular lakes.  
If you love national and collegiate sporting events, world-class music and fine dining, 
Hopkinsville is only a short drive to Nashville, Tennessee. 

For more than 100 years, Jennie Stuart Health has been guided by our mission to provide 
excellence in service, and to promote, preserve and accommodate the growing health care needs 
of our community. We invite you to join us in making a difference.

To explore career opportunities at Jennie Stuart Health, please contact Jayme Tubbs at 
270-887-0100, ext. 4447, or jtubbs@jsmc.org.

320 W. 18th St. | Hopkinsville, KY 42240 
270-887-0100 | JennieStuartHealth.org/Careers Jennie Stuart Health complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or sex.

CURRENT OPENINGS 
• General Surgery
• Medical Oncology
• OB/GYN
• Orthopedic Surgery
• Urology

EXPERIENCE MAKES the DIFFERENCE.

Paid Advertisement
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A statewide team of brain injury specialists, Brain Links 
equips professionals serving children and adults with brain 
injury with current, research-based training and tools. With 
almost 20 years of grant-funded work in Tennessee serving 
students of all ages with brain injury, Brain Links created 
a toolkit for healthcare providers to bridge the gaps in 
addressing this complex diagnosis.  

The toolkit includes items for in-office use, patient and 
family-friendly education, and Tennessee and national 
resources. This easy-to-use toolkit and training will prepare 
you to better treat and manage your patients with brain 
injury. Hear how the toolkit can help you improve outcomes 
with a brief overview of the section for in-office use.

Your practice and your patients will benefit from:
• increased identification – screening tools and 

protocol
• stream-lined visits – treatment and referrals
• informed and empowered patients – return to learn,  

play, work
• increased reimbursement opportunities  

Brain Links' materials and all training, in-person or 
online, are available at no cost.  For more information 
and to schedule a free training for your practice, email 
tbi@tndisability.org or visit  www.tndisability.org/brain.  
We invite you to follow Brain Links on Facebook and 
explore our YouTube Training Channel.

Brain Links
615.515.8616
955 Woodland Street
Nashville, TN  |  37206
www.tndisabilty.org/brain

Working to bring primary care to 
all Tennesseans by guiding 

healthcare workforce development.

Our Divisions

Family physicians are integral to 
our mission. 

Thank you for all you do.

www.tncwd.com

Formerly known as the Tennessee Rural Partnership

@tncwd

Paid Advertisement
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Paid Advertisement

The Latest Brain Health Research & Alzheimer’s Management 
Best Practices from Leading Scientists and Academics 

Management & Research Symposium 
JJuunnee  1188  &&  1199,,  22002200  

MMaarryyvviillllee  CCoolllleeggee  CCllaayyttoonn  CCeenntteerr  
        

Alzheimer’s Disease 

• Newest Breakthroughs in Alzheimer’s Treatment 
and Research   

• Evidence Based Best Practices for Symptom 
Management 

• Proven Strategies for Improving Quality of Life for 
those Living with Dementia 

Plus Daniel C. Potts, MD, a 10-time Patient Choice Award winner, staff neurologist at 
Tuscaloosa VA Medical Center and champion for those living with dementia.  Dr. Potts has 
coauthored numerous books including  Treasure for Alzheimer’s and A Pocket Guide for the 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver.   

To register or get more information contact Alzheimer’s Tennessee: 
alzTennessee.org/Symposium  |  (865) 544-6288  |  Linda.Johnson@TNalz.org 

  

TARGET AUDIENCE: Primary Care Physicians, APNs and PAs; Neurologists, Psychologists, Pharmacists, Nurses, 
Nursing Home Administrators and Social Workers. 
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Mark your calendar now to attend the Tennessee  
AFP’s 72nd Annual Scientific Assembly October 27-30  
in Gatlinburg!  

This year’s program will offer quality continuing 
medical education with professional and experienced 
speakers. Consider taking advantage of this outstanding 

CME opportunity, including receiving your required 2 
hours on Controlled Substance Prescribing to meet the 
Tennessee licensure requirement, and at the same time 
receiving a 10% premium credit with SVMIC if you are a 
physician policy holder.  Program/Registration Brochures 
will be available in June.

TENNESSEE ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS 
72nd ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC ASSEMBLY

The Park Vista Doubletree Hotel, Gatlinburg, Tennessee 

October 27-30, 2020

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26:
Staff Setup

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27:
7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. TNAFP Physician and Exhibitor   
 Registration Desks Open

8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Exhibit Booth Set-Up – Exhibit   
 Hall Open Only to Exhibiting   
 Representatives 

8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. OPTIONAL KNOWLEDGE   
 SELF-ASSESSMENT (KSA) – “Pre 
 ventive Health” - James D. Holt, M.D.,  
 FAAFP, Acting Program Director,  

 ETSU Johnson City Family Medicine  
 Residency,  Johnson City, TN and  
 Gregg Mitchell, M.D., Interim   
 Department Chair, Associate Professor,  
 Program Chair, UT Jackson Family  
 Medicine Residency, Jackson, TN 

3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. TENNESSSEE AFP CONGRESS OF  
 DELEGATES’ MEETING – Gregory  
 Blake, M.D., Speaker- Presiding 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28:
7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. NAFP Physician and Exhibitor   
 Registration Desk Open 
7:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Light Continental Breakfast
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7:50 a.m.-8:00 a.m. “Welcome and Announcements”   
 – Jerry Wilson, M.D., 2020   
 TNAFP President, Milan, TN
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. “Greetings & Update from the   
 AAFP”– Steven Furr, M.D., AAFP  
 Board of Directors, Jackson, AL

8:30 a.m.- 9:15 a.m. “Calcium Disorders” - Amit C.   
 Vora, M.D., FACE, Clinical   
 Assistant Professor of Medicine,   
 UT Graduate School of Medicine;  
 Endocrinology Associates of East   
 Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 

9:15 a.m.- 10:00 a.m. “Diabetes on a Dime” - Emily   
 Flores, PharmD, BCPS, ETSU,   
 Associate Professor, Department of  
 Pharmacy Practice, Bill Gatton   
 College of Pharmacy, Adjunct   
 Faculty, Quillen College of   
 Medicine, Department of Family   
 Medicine, Johnson City, TN 

10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. BREAK – Visit Exhibits

10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. “Recognition and Diagnosis of   
 Dementia” - Monica Crane, M.D.,  
 Geriatrician, Genesis Neuroscience  
 Clinic, Knoxville, TN 

11:15 a.m.-12:00 noon “In the Trenches: Long-Term   
 Dementia Management” - Jim   
 Holt, M.D., FAAFP, Acting   
 Program Director, ETSU Johnson  
 City Family Medicine Residency,   
 Johnson City, TN

12:00 p.m.-12:15 p.m. Resident/Student Research Paper   
 Presentation #1

12:15 p.m.-1:15 p.m. LUNCH – Visit Exhibits  

12:15 p.m.-1:30 p.m. RESIDENT & STUDENT   
 LUNCH (Limited to resident and  
  student members and spouse/  
 significantother ONLY) - Steven   
 Furr, M.D., AAFP Board of   
 Directors, Jackson, AL

1:15 p.m.-2:00 p.m.  “Long-Term Drug Treatment”-  

  John B. Woods, M.D., Medical   
 Director, UTHSC Center for   
 Addiction Science, Memphis, TN
2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. “New Street Drug Trends for the   
 Health Care Professionals and   
 Overdose Treatment Options”-
 Chief Brian K. Hickman,   
 Collegedale Police Department,   
 Collegedale, TN and W. Trae   
 Bates, D.O., FAAFP, Family   
 Physician, Cleveland, TN  

3:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.       BREAK – Visit Exhibits 

3:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m. Resident/Student Research Paper   
 Presentation #2

3:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m. “Adverse Childhood Experiences   
 (ACEs)” - Elly Riley, D.O., UT   
 Jackson Family Medicine   
 Residency, Jackson, TN 

4:30 p.m.-4:45 p.m. Resident/Student Research Paper   
 Presentation #3

4:45 p.m.-5:30 p.m.      “Breast Cancer” - Mary Hooks,   
 M.D., MBA, FACS, Associate   
 Professor of Surgery, Vanderbilt   
 University Medical Center,   
 Nashville, TN  

5:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. Announcements-Daily Door Prize  
 Drawings-Adjournment of   
 Scientific Sessions for the Day

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S   
 BANQUET 
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THURSDAY,OCTOBER 29:
6:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. TNAFP Physician and Exhibitor   
 Registration Desk Open 
6:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Light Continental Breakfast 

7:15 a.m.-8:00 a.m.   “Update on Migraine    
 Prophylaxis” - Samuel Plucker,   
 M.D., Family Physician, Gray, TN 
 
8:00 a.m.-8:45 a.m. “Adult Survivors of Childhood and  
 Adolescent Cancer” - Tim Folse,   
 M.D., Family Physician, Clinical   
 Director for the St. Jude LIFE &   
 After Completion of Therapy   
 Clinic, Memphis, TN

8:45 a.m.-9:30 a.m. “Tale of Two Sisters” - Leslie   
 Griffin, M.D., Program Chair, UT  
 Chattanooga Family Medicine   
 Residency, Chattanooga, TN  
   
9:30 a.m-10:00 a.m. FOOD/BEVERAGE BREAK -   
 Resident & Student Research   
 Poster Displays

10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m.  “Resistant Depression    
 Comorbidities” - Lee Carter, M.D.,  

 Family Physician, Huntingdon, TN 

10:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  “Ankles” - Daniel Lewis, M.D.,   
 FAAFP, Family Physician,   
 Greeneville, TN   

11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  “Meniscus Tear for Primary Care”  
 - Rick Wright, M.D., Chair,   
 Department of Orthopaedic   
 Surgery, Vanderbilt, Nashville, TN 
  

12:15 p.m.-1:15 p.m.  LUNCH – Visit Exhibits    
 - Resident & Student Research   
 Poster Displays

12:15 noon.-1:30 p.m. 2021 TENNESSEE AFP    
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   
 MEETING/LUNCH 

1:15 p.m.-2:00 p.m.  “Palliative Care in the ER”  
 - Michael Revelle, M.D., FAAFP,   
 Bells, TN    

2:00 p.m.-2:45 p.m. “Tick-Borne Illnesses” -  
 G. Anthony Wilson, M.D., FAAFP,  
 Department of Family Medicine,   
 UT Graduate School of Medicine,  
 Knoxville, TN    

2:45 p.m.-3:15 p.m. BREAK – Visit Exhibits - Resident  
 & Student Research Poster   
 Displays

3:15 p.m.-4:00 p.m. “Preoperative Evaluation” -   
 Elizabeth Close, M.D., FAAFP, UT  
 Family Practice Center,    
 Chattanooga, TN  

4:00 p.m.-4:45 p.m. “Anemia” - Jerry Mullersman,   
 M.D., PhD, ETSU Department   
 Pathology, Johnson City, TN 

4:45 p.m.-5:45 p.m. “Putting the Patient First:   
 Improving Depression    
 Identification and Treatment”   
 - William Clay Jackson, M.D.,   
 FAAFP, DipTh, FAAFP, Clinical   
 Assistant Professor, Department of  
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 Family Medicine & Psychiatry;   
 Associate Director, Palliative   
 Medicine Fellowship; UT College  
 of Medicine, Memphis, TN 

5:45 p.m.-6:00 p.m. `Announcements-Daily Door   
 Prize Drawings-Adjournment of   
 Scientific Sessions for the Day

6:00 p.m.–6:45 p.m. HALLOWEEN IN EXHIBIT   
 HALL

6:45 p.m.-8:00 p.m. BOARD OF DIRECTORS’   
 MEETING

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30:
6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. TNAFP Physician and Exhibitor   
 Registration Desk Open

6:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Light Continental Breakfast 

7:15 a.m.-8:00 a.m. “ABFM Update” - Elizabeth   
 Baxley, M.D., Executive Vice   
 President, ABFM, Lexington, KY 

8:00 a.m.-8:45 a.m. “How to Make a ‘Rash’ Decision”  
 - David Stockton, M.D., Knoxville,  
 TN 

8:45 a.m.-9:30 a.m. “Parkinson’s Disease” - Karl   
 Misulis, M.D., Neurologist,   
 Vanderbilt University Medical   
 Center, Nashville, TN

9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. BREAK – Visit Exhibits 

10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m. “Immunization Update” - Kelly   
 Moore, M.D., MPH, 
 Nashville, TN  

10:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. “New Techniques in Management  
 of Hypertension” - James Matthew  
 (Matt) Luther, M.D., Vanderbilt   
 University Medicine Center,   
 Nashville, TN 
   
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. “Prescribing Practices & TN   
 Chronic Pain Guidelines” - W.   
 Reeves Johnson, M.D., FAAFP,   
 Family Physician, President,   
 Tennessee Board of Medical   
 Examiners, Knoxville, TN 
 ”Prescribing Practices & TN   
 Chronic Pain Guidelines” fulfills   
 the State of Tennessee’s Board of   
 Medical Examiner’s continuing   
 medical education requirement of   
 two hours every two years related   
 to controlled substance prescribing  
 including instruction in the   
 Tennessee Chronic Pain Guidelines.
 This course provides SVMIC   
 physician policyholders a 10%   
 premium credit. 

1:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m. Final Announcements -  
 Drawing for Exhibit Booth   
 Attendance Grand Door Prize   
 Final Adjournment of  
 2020 Tennessee AFP Annual   
 Scientific Assembly
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RESIDENT’S CORNER
My name is Erika Love Wild 

Herrera.  Recently, I was elected as 
the new Resident Board Member 
for the 2020 Tennessee Academy 
Family Physicians’ (TNAFP) Board 
of Directors.  I was born and raised 
in Cocke County, Tennessee where 
I found my passion for medicine. 
I was a Roan Scholar at East 
Tennessee State University and 

attended medical school at Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic Medicine-South Carolina. I am currently 
a second-year resident at The University Tennessee-
Knoxville.

It has been great to start residency in the state I call 
home! I am proud to serve on the TNAFP Board and be 

a part of an organization that impacts healthcare policy 
and disparities in Tennessee. I hope to be a unifying 
voice to the family medicine residents in Tennessee and 
increase involvement in the TNAFP. 

I encourage my fellow residents and medical 
students to stay involved in TNAFP and AAFP. I look 
forward to seeing you at the National Conference in 
Kansas City in July. More information to come on this 
event! For now, I urge our students, residents, and 
practicing physicians to keep providing great healthcare 
to our patients in Tennessee. Finally, remember to take 
care of yourself and be well! 

Warmest blessings,
 Erika Herrera, D.O., Knoxville
TNAFP Resident Board Member

This is just a brief note to remind everyone that the 
Tennessee Legislature is now in session and bills will be 
presented that affect family physicians and the care of 
their patients.  Provided on the TNAFP website are links 
to the Tennessee General Assembly and a list of bills we 
are watching.  I would like to encourage you to peruse 
these and to email your state senator and representative.  
If you don’t know who they are there is a handy-dandy 
link to help you find them on our website.  One of the 
comments which I hear from legislators is that physicians 
don’t really care about the legislation they pass because no 
one ever contacts them.  If we all take just a few minutes 
to contact our legislators about those bills important 
to us, we can effect positive change, not just for family 
physicians, but for the patients we serve. 

There is also a link to help you craft an appropriate 
letter.  Please remember to be respectful.  Identify yourself 
as a family physician.  Include the bill numbers which will 
begin with S for a senate bill or H for a house bill.  State 
whether you support or oppose the bill and the reason(s) 
why.  If possible, include a personal story to emphasize 
your point. Everyone likes a personal story, and legislators 
will remember that more readily than statistics or data.  
Statistics are OK, if they are legitimate.  Try to keep your 
letter relatively brief and focused on the bill in question.  
Be certain that the bill number and your support, or 
opposition, is close to the top of the letter. 

Walter Fletcher, M.D., Martin
Chair, TNAFP Committee on Communications

GREETINGS AND SALUTATIONS  
FROM THE TNAFP COMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS

Walter Fletcher, M.D., Martin
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continued on page 26

Nicotine Replacement Therapy and Adolescent Patients: 
Information for Pediatricians 
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continued next page

continued from page 25
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continued from page 27

continued next page
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continued from page 28
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Many of your patients who have become symptomatic from chronic liver disease and no longer 
see results with medication could be candidates for liver transplantation, a life-saving procedure. 
Long-term survival is excellent. Vanderbilt Liver Transplant, one of the largest centers in the 
country, considers each patient referred, even if another center has denied transplantation. 
VanderbiltTransplant.com

We offer online referrals and are available for consultation should you have questions about 
patient eligibility.

Online Referrals: VanderbiltTransplant.com

Adult Referrals: (615) 936-5321

Pediatric Referrals: (615) 343-2454

*Based on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention national transplant data.

Fewer than half of patients in Tennessee who might benefit from 
liver transplant are given the opportunity.* Let’s change that.

Ashleigh-Anne Hughes 
(left), a 2014 liver transplant 
recipient shown here with 
her family, now advocates 
publicly for organ donation. 
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