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 t the time of this writing, it’s approximately the 
 half-way point for this President’s term, and it 
 sure feels like it should be even farther along!  
Still, I’ve actually enjoyed a lot of it, especially getting to 
know many of our members better.  
 One of the major challenges since the last “President’s 
Corner” has been the Doctor of Medical Science bill 
(SB1926/HB2122). By now, many of you may know that it 
is dead. I believe that many factors have contributed to its 
demise. Early in this legislative session and even before that 
time, the constant chant of “It’s a done deal” had echoed 
from leaders more experienced with the legislative process 
than I. Still, there are some things worth fighting for, and 
as the Legislative Committee discussed the issue, it became 
clear that we agreed that this was one of those issues. 
So, I drafted a letter (critiqued and altered with excellent 
suggestions), and as its final version was approved by the 
Committee, President-Elect Ty Webb suggested that all 
Committee members consider signing it. I had fully expected 
to take the heat on my own but was so very proud of the 
Legislative Committee as one and all added their signa-
tures, which gave more weight to the letter with physicians 
from all major divisions of the state being represented.
 After the added blessing of the Executive Committee, 
our letter was sent to the legislators. As a courtesy, we let 
TMA know that we would be actively opposing the 
proposed legislation. The TMA was originally opposed to 
the bill but shifted to a “neutral” position after the bill 
sponsors agreed to formally call the DMS graduates 
“Essential Access Practitioners.” We expected that ours 
would be a lone voice crying out in the wilderness against 
this rapidly advancing proposal. However, our letter 
somehow fell into the hands of Dr. Amber Thacker, a 
med-peds resident at U.T. Memphis with a background in 
policy and advocacy, who happened to be a member of a 
national group of physicians (Physicians for Patient 
Protection) which monitors quality care concerns. We had 
already planned a “day on the hill” for TNAFP leaders and 
interested members when the bill was to be discussed in the 
House Health Committee, but Dr. Thacker had scored an 
opportunity to testify that day. One of our Legislative Com-
mittee members, Dr. Trae Bates, had been in contact with 
the Tennessee Osteopathic Medical Association, which also 

opposed the bill, and TOMA and the American Osteopathic 
Association sent a joint letter of concern to the legislators. 
Additionally, Dr. Thacker shared that the TN Chapter of 
American College of Physicians and the TN College of 
Emergency Physicians were voicing their concerns. You, 
our members, also answered the TNAFP’s blast email call 
to voice your concerns to your legislators (many thanks to 
all of you who took the time to do that).  Shawn Martin of 
the AAFP’s D.C. office happened to overhear our concerns 
about the bill at the Annual Practice Enhancement Seminar 
and volunteered to see if a letter in support of our position 
could be quickly generated from the AAFP. That letter got 
to our representatives just before the Committee meeting. 
It soon became obvious that there were many physicians 
and organizations that had concerns; it just took a little 
networking to bring our voices into a concerted effort.
 I was very grateful to all those at the E.T.S.U. Family 
Physicians of Kingsport office who changed schedules 
around in order to allow me to be present on the Hill that 
day and to Dr. Ty Webb who also was there. Dr. Thacker’s 
testimony as to the problems with the bill prompted a 
lively discussion at the House Health Committee, especially 
after Senator Briggs (the original sponsor of the bill) 
arrived with a PowerPoint presentation. Representatives 
from both political parties levied tough questions at him in 
an unprecedented show of non-partisan solidarity, and the 
“done deal” began to crumble in front of us. Due to the 
late hour, the discussion was rolled to the next week, and 
those of us present to represent our various organizations 
scrambled to meet with as many legislators as possible. It 
became evident that many of them had been led to believe 
that there was no opposition to the bill and that again, it 
was a “done deal,” and therefore, had expected to vote 
for it, despite having their own reservations. 
  While doing her typical, diligent monitoring of bills of 
concern to the TNAFP, Cathy Dyer caught that the Senate 
version of the DMS bill was back on the agenda for the 
full Senate a few days later (it had passed previously out of 
the Senate Health and Welfare Committee, with only one 
opposing vote by Senator Joey Hensley, M.D., a TNAFP 
member), and we got the word out to our colleagues in 
opposition. Soon, the Senate was bombarded with phone 
calls, calling for an end to the bill. Still, it seemed to be like 
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 Tennessee AcAdemy of fAmily PhysiciAns  5

an immortal zombie—even after LMU issued a statement 
that they would no longer seek licensure for their DMS 
graduates (see the Legislative Report for the full state-
ment), the bill was taken off notice in the House Health 
Committee and referred to the Calendar Committee in the 
Senate, rather than just being withdrawn. However, we 
were informed by various legislators that it really was dead. 
Subsequently, those that lobbied for the bill have labeled 
our collective concerns as due to us “misunderstanding” 
the bill.  I assure you that all elements of the bill were 
carefully analyzed and potential implications considered.  
There were no misunderstandings on our part. 
 Although the leadership of the TNAFP was rather bemused 
by the AAFP’s headline of “State Bill to Expand PAs’ Scope 
Pulled after AAFP Warning,” we knew that many, many 
factors contributed.  My analysis of the defeat of the DMS 
legislation has been that through the collaborative efforts 
of physicians who shared their concerns for why this legis-
lation would be bad for the people of TN, coupled with 
the willingness to listen of legislators who truly desired to 
do what is right for their constituents, it was evident that 
creating a new licensed healthcare professional was neither 
necessary, safe, nor likely to solve the challenges that face 
our state for improving the health of Tennesseans.  
 Our challenges in Tennessee are multi-factorial and 
require continued efforts across many disciplines to 
effectively address. Primary care needs to be comprehensive 
and delivered by highly skilled physicians, working in true 
teams with other professionals to deliver culturally-sensi-
tive, community-specific, individualized care. No popula-
tion within our state deserves any less.  
 Ironically, forming effective coalitions was the topic of a 
conference that I attended a week later in Chicago, spon-
sored by the American Academy of Pediatrics. I am very 
grateful to the TNAFP Executive Committee who agreed 
for me to represent the TNAFP at the Campaign for Dental 
Health 2018 Annual Fluoridation Meeting (Building 
Effective Statewide Teams for Fluoridation). Much of that 
meeting echoed the importance of learning how to work 
with colleagues from other disciplines and with legislators 
to bring about a shared goal for the good of the popula-
tions that we serve (I had an eerie feeling of déjà vu on the 
heels of the DMS experience). It was exciting, and I was 
thrilled to have been able to attend. I made some valuable 
contacts and hope that more will come from that adven-
ture (especially since my orthopedic issues flared, and I 
was miserable for a full week after the trip)! I would like 
to thank the Academy for covering my expenses and Dr. 
Ken Bielak for covering for me as Doctor of the Day on 
Capitol Hill (and Dr. Ty Webb for planning to go there, 

if the DMS bill had landed on the agenda).
 The Legislative and Executive Committees also approved 
a letter that I drafted, as per Resolution 1-2017:  University 
of Tennessee Primary Care Education Cuts, introduced at the 
2017 Congress of Delegates (see the Winter 2017 issue of this 
journal). It was sent to the Chancellor of the University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine and expressed our dismay at 
the decision there to limit the number of weeks of the family 
medicine clerkship in favor of more time allegedly being given 
to non-primary care specialties, particularly in light of the 
need for more primary care physicians. So far, there has been 
no reply. We continue to discuss the issue of the legislative 
mandate on the books for state-supported medical schools 
to have 60% of their graduating classes go into primary care 
at the Board meetings. However, there is not a clear consen-
sus of how to best channel our concerns without potentially 
causing unintended harm to family medicine programs.
 On the home front, I am happy to report that all of us 
are still surviving. Hubby (Mike) still willingly shoulders all 
the responsibilities of career, parenthood, and Nana care 
when I am away, with lots of direction by me via telephone 
(which I know he REALLY appreciates). Mom (Nana) seems 
to forgive me when I have been away, when I have to ignore 
her in order to meet a deadline, and when I snore in response 
to her when I’m too tired to keep my eyes open. I wish that 
she could fully understand what I am doing and why I think 
it’s so important to do it. Brandy, our teenager, who is con-
sidering her own political career, just got inducted into the 
National Honor Society and appointed as its secretary and 
was appointed to the Student Council. She was privileged 
(although she does not see it that way) to tag along with 
me for a front row seat to the demise of the DMS bill and 
to witness all the ensuing discussions with legislators, since 
she was on spring break and had come to Nashville to 
enjoy the hotel during the Practice Enhancement Seminar.  
She shared her experience of how, even in her high school, 
those planning a medical career were already saying that 
there is no reason to become a physician when you “can 
do the same thing” as a nurse practitioner or physician 
assistant. I also spent a day at her school’s anatomy class 
with human organs (many thanks to the E.T.S.U. Anatomy 
Lab), explaining what it meant to be a family physician.  
Whether I changed any perceptions or career trajectories, I 
may never know, but for a couple of days, I had attained 
“Cool Mom” status in my daughter’s eyes, and that is no 
small thing. Yep, miracles are happening all around us, and 
I still believe that very few things are truly impossible!

 Sherry L. Robbins, M.D., Knoxville
 2018 President



6  Tennessee AcAdemy of fAmily PhysiciAns

The Tar
Wars Saga

EDITORIAL

 lthough most of us are familiar with the Tar 
 Wars program, few of us know how it began or 
 evolved. Unfortunately, it has come to an end in 
Tennessee, and we thought that the program deserved a 
memorial editorial…
 The beginning of the Tar Wars program originated in the 
summer of 1979 at the annual gathering of the National 
Conference of Family Practice Residents. A small group of 
these aspiring family physicians met for dinner at the Savoy 
Hotel in Kansas City. This group included Dr. Alan Blum, 
Dr. Tom Houston, and Dr. Rick Richards. They were 
working on an idea around how to counteract the behav-
iors in society that caused premature illness, disability, and 
death. The common theme was how acceptable tobacco 
use was in society and its introduction to children and 
young adolescents at an age critical to their development.  
 Dr. Blum was already working on ideas about the 
effects advertising was having on children, and Dr. Rich-
ards was talking about appealing ideas that might be used 
to use to counter such advertising. From this early begin-
ning, a program called “Doctors Ought to Care” was 
born. DOC took off and began to spread in family medi-
cine residencies across the country. State chapters for DOC 
formed under the wings of many state academies of family 
medicine. The viability of chapters staying organized after 
residents completed training and graduated became a 
problem. One individual came up with a solution by 
designing a stand-alone program that could be adopted by 

state chapters with defined program information and did 
not require a separate state DOC Chapter. Dr. Jeffrey Cain 
became the flagship representative of what is now known 
as Tar Wars in 1988. By this time, Tar Wars was organized 
with a defined target population (fourth and fifth graders 
in elementary school), a written curriculum for elementary 
school teachers, and a practical manual for practicing 
physicians who were enlisted to teach the program to the 
class each cycle. The American Academy of Family Physicians 
endorsed the Tar Wars program in 1993, and in 2000, 
purchased the rights to the concept for a mere $1.00.  
 Tar Wars took the physician out of the office and into the 
classroom. This concept provided a novel opportunity for 
family physicians to connect with school children. Adver-
tising techniques were built into the exercises and helped the 
preteens to begin to understand these subtle manipulations. 
The Tar Wars program included a poster contest that allowed 
each student to express themselves in the graphic content. 
Posters were judged at the school level; prizes were often 
awarded for this initial competition, and the winners were 
invited to participate in the statewide competition, sponsored 
by the Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians at our spring 
meeting in Nashville. Thus, began the Tar Wars program 
within the TNAFP. This effort was directed by the Board 
and accepted and carried out by our Executive Director, 
Cathy Dyer beginning in 1999, who has been the “face” 
of Tar Wars to hundreds of school children in our state 
over the 19 years of her dedicated service to this program. 
 In 2015, the AAFP chose to stop funding the National 
Tar Wars Poster Contest but continued to hold the rights 
to the teaching guide for the program. In 2016, it was 
Cathy who proposed the idea that the winner of the 
Tennessee contest and his/her parents be sponsored by 
the TNAFP for one night in Nashville and for the student 
to be recognized at the Tennessee Legislature with a 
resolution of recognition. Senator Joey Hensley (a TNAFP 
member and Tar Wars judge) graciously agreed to sponsor 
the resolution. In a fitting turn of events, the TNAFP 
Board of Directors and Senator Hensley co-conspired this 
year to also have Cathy recognized at the Legislature with 
her own resolution of recognition for her support of this 
program and the many other advocacy endeavors and 

A
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charitable contributions which 
she has made on behalf of family 
medicine, her community, and the 
needy (both humans and animals). 
 Just a few months ago, the 
TNAFP Board also made the 
difficult decision to end the 
Tennessee Tar Wars program. It 
is the end of an amazing journey 
for a program that has impacted 
numerous individuals. Tar Wars 
has had many champions along the 
way, including those physicians 
who helped to introduce it to 
Tennessee and taught the sessions, 
school officials who welcomed the 
program and assisted with teach-
ing it (as several school nurses did), 
and residents and medical students 
who embraced the opportunity to 
get involved. The children who 
participated in the poster contests 
impressed us with their images and 
slogans, as proud parents enjoyed 
having them recognized. The 
judges volunteered their time 
and faced difficult decisions in 
selecting the winners. Steven Good 
entertained us with the antics of 
Snowbird (a local Nashville TV 
station’s weather animal) and 
served as a final judge. Our 
legislators supported Dr. Hensley’s 
resolutions and helped make some 
special memories. As this amazing 
saga comes to an end, we are eager 
for the dawn of a new era in which 
we will be seeking another health 
issue with new champions (and/or 
partners), which will again provide 
opportunities for our organization 
to serve as a force for positive change.  
 Michael Hartsell, M.D., 
 Greeneville
 Sherry L. Robbins, M.D., 
 Knoxville
 Co-Editors
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 ar Wars is a tobacco-free education program for 
 fourth- and fifth-grade students. The program 
 is designed to teach children about the short-
term health effects and image-based consequences of 
tobacco use, and about being tobacco free by provid-
ing them tools to make positive decisions regarding 
their health and promote personal responsibility for 
their well being. The Tennessee Academy of Family 
Physicians has coordinated the Tar Wars program in 
Tennessee since the 1999-2000 academic school year.
 The Tar Wars program goals are as follows: 
(1) Increase knowledge of short-term health effects 
and image-based consequences of tobacco use, 
(2) Illustrate cost/financial impact of using tobacco 
and ways money could be better spent, (3) Identify 
reasons why people use tobacco, and (4) Explain 
how tobacco industry markets their products to 
children through tobacco advertising and tobacco 
use in movies.
 Tennessee’s 19th Annual Tar Wars Poster Contest 
was held in Nashville on Sunday, March 11, the 
day following the Tennessee AFP’s Annual Practice 
Enhancement Seminar, with the posters being 
displayed during the seminar for viewing by speakers 
and seminar attendees.
 Congratulations to all of our 2018 Tennessee 
Tar Wars Winners! First place winner was Shelby 
Hughes Briggs of Michie, Michie Elementary School. 
Additional winners of the 2018 Tennessee Tar Wars 
Poster Contest are as follows:
 2nd Place: Jessa Spears, Lafayette —
  Lafayette Elementary School
 3rd Place: Rebekah Bowman, Chuckey —
  South Central Elementary School
 4th Place: Ana Hix, Lafayette —
  Lafayette Elementary School
 5th Place: Cain Obitts, Crossville —
  Pikeville Elementary School

T

2018 TENNESSEE TAR WARS
POSTER CONTEST

Shelby Briggs, Michie Elementary School
1st Place Winner
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Honorable Mentions:
 Addison Bowlds, Lafayette —
 Lafayette Elementary School
 Lakely Asher, Jonesborough —
 Sulphur Springs Elementary School
 Savannah Farris, Michie —
 Michie Elementary School
 Michelle Byrum, Jackson —
 Community Montessori School
 Kennedy Cleary, Michie —
 Michie Elementary School

 We sincerely thank our 2018 Poster Contest Judges:
• Senator Joey Hensley, M.D., Tennessee State Senate, Hohenwald
• Ann Hollingsworth, Physician Liaison Program,
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville
• Caroline Young, Executive Director, NashvilleHealth, 
 Nashville
• Steven Good (formerly WSMV-TV Snowbird), Nashville

 We also thank the following who were kind enough to
provide services and support in 2018:
• Michael Gardner, Photographer, Nashville
• Nick Stammler , George E. Fern Co., Nashville
• Lang Smith, M.D., Columbia
• Thomas Smith, M.D., Winchester
• Mack Worthington, M.D., Chattanooga
• Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians, Brentwood
• Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville

 The Tennessee AFP Board of Directors’ voted at their
March 11, 2018 meeting, with much sadness, for 2017–2018 to 
be the last year the TNAFP will coordinate the Tar Wars 
program in Tennessee. Participation has been on a decline for 
the last three years with few continuing to teach the program 
in the 4th and 5th grade classrooms across Tennessee. Thanks 
to all who over the last 19 years have taught, supported and 
been a voice for Tar Wars and against children using tobacco.



Congratulations to Shelby Briggs, Michie Elementary 
School, the 2018 1st Place Tar Wars Winner!

2nd Place — Jessa Spears, Lafayette — 
Lafayette Elementary School

3rd Place – Rebekah Bowman, Chuckey —
South Central Elementary School

4th Place — Ana Hix, Lafayette — Lafayette Elementary School

5th Place — Cain Obitts, Crossville – 
Pikeville Elementary School
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Lakely Asher, Jonesborough – 
Sulphur Springs Elementary School

Kennedy Cleary, Michie – 
Michie Elementary School

Savannah Farris, Michie – 
Michie Elementary School

Addison Bowlds, Lafayette – 
Lafayette Elementary School

Michelle Byrum, Jackson– 
Community Montessori School

HONORABLE 
MENTIONS
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Steven Good, Nashville Senator Joey Hensley, M.D., 
Hohenwald

Ann Hollingsworth, 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center, Nashville

Caroline Young, 
NashvilleHealth, Nashville

TNAFP President, 
Sherry L. Robbins, M.D., 
Moderating 2018 
Tennessee Tar Wars 
Poster Contest

Our 2018 TN Tar Wars Judges:



WHEREAS, protecting, promoting, and improving the 
health and prosperity of the people of the State of Tennes-
see are the goals of our State’s Health Department, and 
tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable illness and 
death in the United States; and

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, cigarette smoking kills more than 480,000 
Americans each year, with more than 41,000 of these 
deaths from exposure to secondhand smoke; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee ranked forty-seven in the United 
Health Foundation’s 2017 America’s Health Rankings in 
the use of tobacco; and

WHEREAS, the smoking rate among high school students 
in Tennessee is 11.5 percent, while the adult smoking 
rate is 22.1 percent, according to the Tobacco Free Kids’ 
tobacco-related data and rankings; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians 
has coordinated the national Tar Wars program in Tennessee 

since 1999 in an effort to discourage fourth- and fifth-
graders in this State from using tobacco products; and
WHEREAS, Tar Wars is a pro-health, tobacco-free educa-
tion program for fourth- and fifth-graders by the American 
Academy of Family Physicians, and it is designed to teach 
children about the short-term health effects and image-
based consequences of tobacco use; to illustrate the cost 
and financial impact of using tobacco and the ways money 
can be spent more positively; to identify reasons why 
people use tobacco; and to explain how tobacco advertis-
ing, tobacco use in movies, and the tobacco industry 
market products to children; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE 
HUNDRED TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN-
TATIVES CONCURRING, that we recognize and 
commend Shelby Hughes Briggs of Michie a student at 
Michie Elementary School, for her exemplary efforts in 
promoting a tobacco-free lifestyle to all of our youth in 
Tennessee, and for placing first in the 2018 Tennessee Tar 
Wars Poster Contest.

SENATE JOINT
RESOLUTION 749
By Hensley

A RESOLUTION to recognize Shelby Hughes Briggs as the 
first-place winner of the 2018 Tennessee Tar Wars Poster Contest.

Shelby Briggs holding his Senate 
Resolution
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Shelby with parents, Ryan and Katie Briggs
LtoR: Ryan Briggs, Senator Joey Hensley, Shelby Briggs, Katie Briggs, 
Senator Dolores Gresham
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 here were many bills followed this year by your 
 Legislative Committee. Some were followed 
 because we were supportive of the actions 
while others were opposed due to impact. These high-
lighted bills are mentioned due to the impact on family 
physicians. 

SB1926 (Briggs)/HB2122 (Williams)
Enacts the “Doctor of Medicine Science Act” – 
Relates to physician assistants and Lincoln Memorial 
University’s new DMS degree. Taken Off Notice
This bill was a holdover from last year’s session. 
Lincoln Memorial University (LMU) has started a 
graduate program for physician assistants to obtain a 
terminal doctoral degree called the Doctor of Medical 
Science. It returned with a vengeance with Dr. Senator 
Briggs leading the charge. I commend the Executive and 
Legislative Committees of the TNAFP for the work that 
was put into the defeat of this bill. Profuse thanks are 
shared with TN Osteopathic Medical Association and 
American Osteopathic Association, American Academy 

of Family Physicians, and Doctor Amber Thacker, a 
med-peds resident at U.T. Memphis who was a part of 
national group of physicians, Physicians for Patient 
Protection, working against the bill, alongside of TNAFP 
to derail its passage. TMA is noted to have been against 
the bill initially, but they worked with Senator Briggs 
to change the nomenclature of the title for the doctoral 
PA and when achieved, TMA took a neutral position 
toward the bill.  There were similar bills of this nature 
in other state legislatures including Florida, Washington 
and Virginia. LMU released a statement on March 14, 
which is provided below, affirming they were removing 
the bill from further consideration and would not 
pursue licensing legislation in any state. LMU will 
confer the doctoral degrees upon several candidates 
this year; at the time of this writing there are several 
who are completing the already-approved degree program 
at LMU. Without passage of legislation, there will be no 
change in how they are allowed to practice medicine in 
the State of Tennessee, as opposed to a licensed PA with-
out the doctoral degree.

TNAFP 2018 Legislative Report

T



 SB2257/HB1831
Governor’s TN Together Legislation 
— Proposes changes to the require-
ments for prescribing, dispensing and 
reporting of opioids and benzodiaz-
epines, and certain other controlled 
substances. This is one of the signa-
ture bills coming out of the governor’s 
office to combat the opioid crisis.
Passed. Signed by governor.

SB1710/HB1749
“Medical Cannabis Act” — Estab-
lishes medical cannabis commission 
for regulation of cannabis-related 
health care.  This one was taken off 
notice when it appeared it would not 
garner enough votes for passage. We 
fully expect another round of bills 
regarding this issue to return in the 
next session.

SB1824/HB1927 
Prohibits a healthcare facility, health 
insurance entity or a mental health-
care facility from discriminating against 
a physician who chooses not to 
participate in maintenance of licen-
sure or maintenance of certification. 
Signed by governor. PC694. Effective 
July 1, 2018

SB1515/HB2239
Proposes changes referenced to the 
professional relationship between 
physicians and physician assistants 
from “supervisory” to “collabora-
tive.” I remain suspect of any language 
changes that blur the lines between 
physicians and non-physicians.
Signed by governor, PC 610. Effective 
July 1, 2018

SB2646/HB2326
“Tennessee Rural Hospital Transfor-
mation Act of 2018” — This bill 
requires that the Department of 
Economic and Community Develop-
ment shall establish and manage a 
grant program to support rural 

hospitals in assessing viability and 
identifying new delivery models, 
strategic partnerships, and operational 
changes that enable the continuation 
of needed healthcare services in rural 
communities (the “Rural Hospital 
Transformation Program”). For 
purposes of this bill, a rural hospital 
is a hospital located outside of a major 
urban or suburban area, provided 
that the hospital may be located 
within a metropolitan statistical area.
Passed. Signed by governor.

SB1495/HB1489
Prohibits persons under age 16 from 
using tanning devices in tanning 
facilities in Tennessee. Persons 
between the ages of 16 and 18 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian and sign a warning 
statement on a form issued by the 

Department of Health that states the 
legal guardian gives permission for 
use of tanning device. A person who 
has used a tanning device at a tanning 
facility in compliance with above, 
may use a tanning device at that 
tanning facility without the parent 
or guardian present. 
Signed by governor, PC 608.  
Effective April 2, 2018

SB2363/HB1728
Clarifies that physicians can 
accept barter of goods or ser-
vice as payment for healthcare 
services. Bring on the eggs, 
chickens and cows.  
Passed. Signed by governor.

 Lee Carter, M.D., Huntingdon
 Chair, Committee on Legislation 
 & Governmental Affairs

Paid Advertisement

 Tennessee AcAdemy of fAmily PhysiciAns  13



14  Tennessee AcAdemy of fAmily PhysiciAns

 he Research Committee of the Tennessee Academy 
 of Family Physicians is pleased to announce the 
 “Call for Resident and Student Research Papers” 
for presentation at the 70th Annual Scientific Assembly to 
be held at the Park Vista Doubletree Hotel, Gatlinburg, 
October 29-November 2, 2018. Three abstracts will be 
selected by the Tennessee AFP Research Committee from 
those abstracts submitted for actual presentation as part of 
the TNAFP’s 2018 Annual Scientific Assembly program. 
Those selected will have the opportunity to present their 
research paper to a large audience of physicians from 
throughout the mid-south who attend the Tennessee 
AFP’s Annual Scientific Assembly.  Those selected for 
presentation during the scientific program will have up 
to two (2) night’s lodging and car mileage paid.
 For abstracts submitted but not selected as one of the 
three for actual presentation, the Research Committee will 
review, with the same academic rigor, for possible poster 
presentation display of their research at the 2018 annual 
assembly. A maximum of 8 posters may be selected for 
display, if they meet requirements for suitability, design, 

conclusions, and impact to the practice of family medicine.  
All rules and guidelines listed in the “Call for Research 
Papers” will apply to poster presentation displays, with 
additional requirements for only poster presentation 
displays included.
 Only Tennessee AFP Resident and Student members in 
good standing are eligible to participate in the Tennessee 
AFP Research Paper Competition. If you are involved in 
research or other scholarly activities, the Research Commit-
tee would very much like to have you participate in this 
Research Paper Competition.  
 A call for papers was mailed to all Tennessee AFP Resi-
dent and Student members in March, and also is available 
on the Tennessee AFP website (www.tnafp.org) under the 
“Residents and Medical Students” tab. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Cathy Dyer at the TAFP headquarters 
office at 1-800-897-5949, or by email at tnafp@tnafp.org. 
 You can access information and the submission form 
on the TNAFP website if you have not received the copy 
mailed to you in March. The (firm) deadline for receipt 
of research abstracts is August 1.

DEADLINE OF AUGUST 1, 2018 (FIRM)

T
RESEARCH PAPERSCALL FOR

If a Resolution is not received in writing by the Tennessee AFP office in Brentwood prior to September 15, any member of 
the Tennessee AFP may present IN WRITING at the opening of the Congress of Delegates’ meeting on October 30, any 
Resolution pertinent to the objectives of the Academy. Three copies are required of Resolutions to be presented from the 
floor of the Congress, with one copy to the TNAFP Speaker, one copy to the TNAFP Executive Director and one copy 
retained by the presenter.

Important Resolution Writing Tips:
 “Whereas” clauses explain the problem and/or situation.
 “Resolved” clauses must be written to stand alone.  
 (Only “Resolved” clauses are subject to be voted on and adoption, meaning that whatever action is called for in the 
Resolution must be clearly stated in the “Resolved” portion of the Resolution.  Keep the “Resolved” clauses focused on 
what is desired as the end result.)

Submit Resolutions to the Tennessee AFP:
Email: tnafp@tnafp.org  •  Fax: 615-370-5199

Mail: 212 Overlook Circle Suite 201, Brentwood, TN 37027

CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS FOR 2018 TENNESSEE 
AFP CONGRESS OF DELEGATES

Deadline for receipt of Resolutions for publication to membership is July 1.
Deadline for receipt of Resolutions for reproduction and inclusion in the Delegates’ kits is September 15.
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• Congratulations to the following graduating 
 medical student members who received the 2017 
 Tennessee AFP’s “Outstanding Student in Family 
 Medicine” award. Each recipient is awarded 
 $500 and an engraved plaque. 
 — Katelin McCall Pannell, M.D. — Graduate 
  of East Tennessee State University Quillen 
  College of Medicine, Johnson City (U.T. 
  Chattanooga Family Medicine Residency, 
  Chattanooga, TN)
 — Georgetta Bundley, M.D. — Graduate of 
  Meharry Medical College, Nashville (St. 
  Vincent’s Family Medicine Residency, 
  Jacksonville, FL)
 — K.C. McGinley, M.D. — Graduate of 
  University of Tennessee College of Medicine, 
  Memphis (U.T. Jackson, Family Medicine 
  Residency, Jackson,TN)
 — Kaitlyn Weeber, M.D. — Graduate of 
  Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, 
  Nashville (David Grant Medical Center 
  Family Medicine Residency, Travis Air 
  Force Base, Fairfield, CA)

• The Tennessee AFP received the AAFP’s award for 
 100% resident membership during the AAFP Annual 
 Chapter Leadership Forum (ACLF) and National 
 Conference of Constituency Leaders (NCCL) the 
 end of April in Kansas City. A huge “thank you” 
 to all our Family Medicine Residency Program 
 Directors, along with their faculty and staff, for 
 their assistance in encouraging their residents to be 
 members of the Academy!

• Mark your calendar for the following Tennessee 
 AFP’s CME offerings:
 — 70th Annual Scientific Assembly, October 29–
  November 2, 2018, Park Vista Doubletree Hotel, 
  Gatlinburg. Program/Registration brochure will 
  be available in June by mail and on the TNAFP 
  website at www.tnafp.org.
 — Annual Practice Enhancement Seminar, 
  February 23, 2019, Embassy Suites Cool 
  Springs, Franklin

LEADERS ON THE MOVE I N F O R M AT I O N
F O R  M E M B E R S
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The Tennessee Academy of Family Physicians is proud to be a partner in the Safe Stars 
initiative in Tennessee. Safe Stars is a collaboration between the Tennessee Department 
of Health and The Program for Injury Prevention in Youth Sports at The Monroe Carell 
Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. The Safe Stars initiative: *Recognizes youth sports 
leagues in Tennessee that adhere to high standards of safety; *Helps leagues implement 
policies on various safety topics, such as concussion education, injury prevention and 
weather safety. *Provides resources and opportunities to enhance their safety standards. 
Doctor Sherry L. Robbins, Doctor Walter Fletcher and Cathy represented the TNAFP 
at the May 2 kick-off.

Additional information on the Safe Stars Initiative is available on the TNAFP 
website — www.tnafp.org.

TNAFP President, Sherry L. Robbins, M.D., 
speaking at the kick-off of Safe Stars on 
May 2 in Nashville.

Safe Stars 
Initiative
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Tennessee AFP Members Attention:
 If you are looking for a partner or 
a practice location, send information, 
preferably by email as an MS Word 
attachment to tnafp@tnafp.org or 
by fax to 615-370-5199.  
 Information for practice oppor-
tunities will be accepted only from 

TNAFP members and will be placed 
in the Tennessee Family Physician 
at no charge. You are required to
include your name, address and/
or telephone number and/or fax 
number and/or email address, as 
contact concerning opportunities 
will be made directly between 

interested parties, and not through 
the Tennessee AFP.  
 Information will be placed 
in four (4) editions, unless the 
Tennessee AFP is notified other-
wise. Deadline for the next issue
(Fall 2018) is July 20.

Medical Building for Lease or Sale
 Established primary care clinic. Physician retiring. Great location in Cookeville, TN. If interested, call (931) 260-5013 
or email dreskander@hotmail.com.

Primary Care Physician with Experience Wanted
 Primary care physician with experience wanted for an established safety net clinic based at the Maury County Health 
Department in Columbia, TN. Position is a full time state position with state benefits. Practice is office-based with minimal 
after-hours responsibility. Contact Dr. Lang Smith at lang.smith@tn.gov or (931) 490-8338, with email contact preferred. 

Neighborhood Health Seeks a Chief Clinical Officer in Nashville Area
 This physician leader will simultaneously serve as the Chief Medical Officer and supervise the Director of Dental 
Services, Director of Pharmacy Services, and the Director of Integrated Behavioral Health. Reporting directly to the CEO, 
the Chief Clinical Officer will have primary responsibility for all aspects of care delivery, provider supervision, and 
quality assurance and improvement. We encourage all interested candidates to apply as soon as possible; please submit 
letters of interest and resumes to mbighem@neighborhoodhealthtn.org; or call 615-227-3000 Ext. 1007 (Neighborhood 
Health is a network of 13 community health centers in Nashville, Lebanon, and Hartsville, Tennessee, providing com-
prehensive primary care, integrated behavioral health, and dental services to almost 30,000 patients. Our patients include 
immigrants, residents of public housing, individuals experiencing homelessness, and persons living with addiction. As 
a federally qualified health center, we provide care without regard to health insurance or a patient’s ability to pay.)

Cumberland Family Practice Is a Private Practice Group
Cumberland Family Practice is a private practice group located in the beautiful lake community of Hendersonville, TN.  
Just north of Nashville, this thriving practice is seeking a new physician to assume the patient base of a retiring physician. 
Practice details include: *Well-established FP is retiring from Primary Care group consisting of 4 FPs, 3 PAs and 2 FNPs; 
*Average daily patient office visits of 22-24 patients per physician; *Outpatient Only clinical setting as well as NH/SNF 
patient coverage; *Experienced medical staff; *Patient mix:  largely adult and geriatric, with limited pediatric and no OB or 
pre-natal care; *Call coverage: 1:9 (office-nursing home via phone); *No hospital call obligation; Hospitalist Program 
covers ED/unassigned patients and all admissions; *Competitive compensation package (partnership track potential after 
first year) with full benefits, i.e., 401k, malpractice insurance, disability and life insurance, CME/travel allowance, retire-
ment planning  and student loan assistance. Thanks for your time and we would welcome the opportunity to speak with you. 
Please contact our office manager, Betty Childress, at 615.824.4244 or bchildress002@comcast.net for more information.

Tennessee AFP Members
POST YOUR PRACTICE OPPORTUNITIES AT NO COST
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 he ABFM invites board-
 certified family physicians to 
 enroll in PRIME Registry™ 
free for the first three years! 
 PRIME Registry is a practice 
and population data tool developed 
by the ABFM that safely extracts 
patient data* from your electronic 
health records (EHRs) and turns it 
into actionable measures, presented 
in an easy-to-use, personalized 
dashboard, maintaining its full 
confidentiality. PRIME not only 
simplifies quality reporting for 
payment programs such as MIPS 
and CPC+, but also allows you to 
better evaluate aspects of your 
practice, patient groups, and 

individual patients, illuminating gaps 
or successes in patient care. 
 Another bonus for ABFM Diplo-
mates: the integrated Performance 
Improvement (PI) activity tool allows 
Diplomates to easily use EHR data 
to complete PI activities and earn 
points toward the ABFM continuous 
certification requirements.
 Coming this summer, PRIME will 
add social determinant and commu-
nity resource data, showing clusters 
of disease, poor outcomes, and 
community resources for patients and 
clinics via the new Population Health 
Assessment Engine (PHATE ™).
 By enrolling in PRIME now, you 
will secure free MIPS reporting 

through PRIME in 2019, and you 
will be able to take advantage of all 
the features PRIME has to offer.
 Ready to get started? Enroll at 
primeregistry.org. Have questions? 
Email prime@theabfm.org or call 
877-223-7437.
 * All registry data are maintained 
in compliance with HIPAA, subject 
to a Business Associates Agreement, 
but the ABFM has gone farther to 
protect your data. The registry vendor 
has no rights to use identified data 
without your permission, and the 
ABFM purposefully cannot touch 
patient data except for research 
purposes and after Institutional 
Review Board approval. 

EXTENDED: SPECIAL OFFER
FROM THE ABFM
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• Reviewed and approved 4th Quarter 2017 
 Financial Report.

• Received listing of Active members with outstanding 
 2018 membership dues, which are payable by April 1.

• Approved 2018 Operating Budget.

• Approved increase in registration fees for the TNAFP annual 
 meeting, based upon the loss suffered from the 2017 meeting.

• Voted beginning in the 2018-2019 academic year, to no 
 longer coordinate and sponsor the Tar Wars program in 
 Tennessee due to the dwindling participation in teaching the 
 program in the 4th and 5th grade classrooms in Tennessee.

• Voted to wait for a response from the Chancellor at U.T. 
 from the TNAFP letter sent concerning Resolution 1-2017: 
 UT Primary Care Education Cuts from the 2017 TNAFP 

 Congress of Delegates, before taking additional action.

• Approved 100% 2018 dues reduction for two members in 
 charitable medical service.

• Approved signing the 2019 contract with the Park Vista 
 Doubletree Hotel for the TNAFP Annual Meeting.

• Received for information, the Executive Committee voted 
 to again be a co-sponsor of the “Quittin’ Time in Tennes-
 see” in February 2018, sponsored by the TN Department 
 of Health. 

• Received for information, Gregory H. Blake, M.D., 
 Knoxville, was appointed to the AAFP Commission on 
 Health of the Public and Science for a four-year term.

 Tennessee AFP members may contact Cathy at the TNAFP 
office for additional information on any of these items.

RECAP OF MARCH 11, 2018
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING



20  Tennessee AcAdemy of fAmily PhysiciAns

Paid Advertisement



Paid Advertisement



22  Tennessee AcAdemy of fAmily PhysiciAns

Paid Advertisement

Paid Advertisement

Paid Advertisement



Paid Advertisement



TENNESSEE ACADEMY 
OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

212 Overlook Circle, Suite 201,
Brentwood, TN 37027

Presorted Standard

U.S. Postage Paid
Little Rock, AR

Permit No. 2437

Paid Advertisement


